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INTRODUCTION

I am glad to introduce the present

volume of the &ii
- Venkatesvara Oriental Series which,
though not the first, is

however, the first Tamil volume to be
issued in the series. It

comprises the Tirukkural Kamatiupal
with two hitherto nan-

published commentaries by Kalingar
and - Paripperumal.

Kurgl is one of the-important anpcient
Tamil classics and

although ten commentaries have been
written upon it, only
 two, those by Parimé&lalagar and
Manakkudavar have been
' published so far. The commentaries
included in the volume



are both more ancient than the two
pubhshed before and

are important not only on this account but
also on account of
* the light which they throw on the
published commentary of
. Manakkudavar, The world of Tamil
scholars cannot
~ therefore be too grateful to the editor of the
commentaries for - restoring and publishing
them for the ﬁrst time on upto date | lines
of modern critical editions from very scanty
manuseript

material. The learned editor has discussed
in his introduction
~ the age of the commentators and their

comparative merits, : - The present volume
contains the Kamattupal of Térukkural, . that
is the third section of the work which deals
with erotics. . The editor is now engaged in
restonug the commentaries on

. the second section of the work which
deals with monetary



matters. Itis proposed to publish them
in a forth-coming

volume of the seties, if God Sri
Venkatesvara were to bless ' the
undertaking.

P. V. RAMANUJASWAMI,

General Editor
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